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Replying to a telegram from the
Imperial Chancellor, on the celebra-
tion of the anniversary of Bis-
marck's birthday, the emperor sent
the following dispatch from army
headquarters:

“Your message concerning the
stirring celebration in honor of Bis-
marck has rejoiced me greatly. |
would with great pleasure attend
personally to do homage to the greal
chancelllor, and lay on the steps of
the monument, amidst ithe represen-
tatives of the empire and the peaple
a token of my reverence for a man,
who in this present earnest time [s
egpeclally dear to us at the personi-
fication of German strength and de-
termination, but my duty 'to the
armed German people ig to hold out
in the field in order to protect and
strenthen  the empire’s  power
abroad

‘We shall suceeed. Qur guaran-
tee is, Aratly, God's grace; secondly,
the unanimous will 10 achieve vic-
tory, which inspires us all, and our
solemn vow to make every gacrifice
for the fatherland, which has been
tested by facts,

“The spirit of unity which has en-
abled our men in the battlefield 1o
overcome evervthing that divided us
will, I confidently hope, outlast the
din of war., and after viclory has
been gained will rightly bless and
promote the {nternal development
of the empire.

“Then, as the fruit of victory, ra-
tional life will spring up, in which
the German nationality will have
full and free expansion. Then the
proud work for which Bismarck laid
the foundation will be crowned.”

Bismarck!

The pname of thal great conqueror
pow is ringing through Germany
and the echo is belng heard in the
trenches and among other fighting
forces and repewing in them a de-
termination to conquer or die,

As the glnging of America in-
glhires Americans so the mention of
the name of the great Bismarck ex-
cltes the pltch of German patriolism
to the highest degree and sends (o
those sufferers in the trenches new
bope and courage in thelr fight.

“We shall emulate Bismarck and
conquer,” remarked the kaiser.
“We ahall do like Bismarck and con-
guer,” answered milllons of peo-
ple in the empire and this cry was
taken up and reverberated through
the trenches of the German army
as no slogan bad ever been taken up
before.

THE SPIRIT
OF UNITY.

“The spirit of unity which has en-
abled us in the battlefield to over-
come everything that divided us,
will 1 confidently hope outlast the
din of war and after victory has
been gained will rightly bless and
promote the internal development of
the empire,

“Then as the fruit of victory, ra-
tional life will spring up in which
the German patiopality will have
full and free expansion. Then the
proud work for which Blamarck
lald the foundation will be
crowned."

The words of the kaiser rang
through Germany as nothing of a
patriotie nature had dane sinece the
beginning of the war. It Is well to
preach to men suffering in the
trenches the glory of the fatherland.
The Germans, it i{s said, have a
greater love for thelr fatherland
{han any other nation. But with
emply stomach and frozen feet,
with bullets saillng above one's
head and no expectancy of the fu-
ture other than merciful death by a
bullet, the falk of patriotism often
has a hollow sound and does noi
win the cheers that it would when
war was first declared.

Yet when the name of Bismarck
was mentioned on the centennial an-
niversary of his birth it ran through
the German Empire Illke wild-fire.
Citizens were inspired anod the en-
thuginsm was still more satrongly
felt by the men in the trenches or in
the navy.

Truly they wero fighting for their
fatherland, for their homes and chil-
dren. But bhomes and fatheriand
are remole considerationg when
one is freezing and balf fed in a
trench. More truly they were fight-
ing for the great kaiser whom all
respected and loved. When the
kaiser in his declaration to his peo-
ple slgnified that he intended to em-
ulate Bismarck and conquer as he
did (t was to the German army as
if (he great Iren Chancellor rode
into their midst on his steel gray
horse and took personal charge with
the kaizer over their operations,
Strength that had  been forgotten,
courage and determination to win
that had been almost lost sight of
in anxiety to return home, were re-
stored In a day and the troops In
iwg |repches and sallors of bafttle-

Memory and Example of
the Iron Chancellor a
Most Potent Influence In
Inspiring the Soldiers In
the German Trenches

shipe and submarines swore they
would emulate the example of the
brave troops of Bismarck and win
or die

Iun Serlin there was a great cele-
bration. The whole eity waa a ver-
itable blaze of color with flags fogt-
ing cvervwhere, bands plaving and
people cheering madly. Guns were
fired from the garrison, ihe reserves
marched forth in their best uniforms
and the prople §n a frenzy of re-
jolcing over the birth of one of the
greatest German leaders hugged and
kissed cach other on the alreel

Thousande of rezsideonts of Berlin
gathered about Bismarck's heroie
slatue before the Reichslag 1o ob-
gerve the exercises, Promptly at
noon the imperial chancellor, Dr
von Bethmann-Hollweg, followed by
all the generals and admirals not at
the front, the official members of
the Reichstag and Prussian cham-
bers, Prince Otto Bismarck's grand-
son, and the clvie authorities of
greater Berlin, advanced to ihe mon-
ument from the Reichstag and deco-
rated it with wreaths from the em-
peror and from many individuals
and organizations

The emperor was officially repre-
seénted at the ceremony in the morn-
fog by the 9-year-old son of (he
crown prince, the boy wearing a
satlor’s uniform. All of the nobili-
ty attended and koelt in homage be-
fore the statue ol the greal Bie-
marck aod then deposited their of-
ferings of flowers,

The United States hag ite George
Washington, France [ts Napoleon
and England its Wellington, and so
Germany has its Bismarck, the men-
tion of whose name gends the blood
pulsing through the arteries of fts
soldiers and makes them resolve 1o
do or die.

KAISER AND
CHANCELLOR.

“The kaiser and Bismark,” is now
the ery echoing through thi
irenches

Why Bismarck so particularly ap-
peils to the German race at this
time 18 that he stormed Paris and
made it surrender in the Fraoco-
German war of 1870 and 1871 At
that time Napoleon 111. had viewed
the growlh of Pruesia under the
able statesmanship of Count von
Bismarck with open distrust The
emperor of the Frenclh had long
foreseen thal a conflict between
France and Prussian was inevitable,
and Bismarck wag well convinced
that the unity of Germany could not
be accomplished without a strugegle
with France, whose traditional pol-
fey toward Germany at that time
was a desire for a boundary on the
Rhine

In August, 1866, Napoleon 111, de-
manded the cession of the German
territory on the west side of the
Rhine to France as a compensation
for the increased power of Prussia
In reply to the French emperor's de-
mand Bismarck pronounced it “ln-
admissable.” Then Count Benedetti,
representing Napoleon 111, present-
ed to DBismarck a plan where it
(France) was to annex Belgium and
in return was to ald Prussia in the
conquest of South Germany

After the fallure of this and sev-
eral other diplomatic coups France
began the mobllization of {ts army
on the grounds that Prussia waa en-
tering into an Intrigue by permitting
Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern-
Sigmaringen (0 become the can-
didate for the Spanish throne. The
Prince, announcing he did oot wish
to become the cause of a European
conflict, withdrew, The king of
Prussia had sanctioned and advised
the withdrawal, but France demand-
ed that he take this action as the
king of Pruesia which he declined
to do on the ground it was not con-
gistent with the digoity of Prussia

At this juncture Count Bismarclk
rushed troops to the Rhipe and
aroused the world by his publica-
tion of the proposal of France (o
permit it to anpex Belgium. Great
Britain demanded of France that it
adopt a policy of “hands off” in re-
gard to Belglum. France renewed
ils demands on the Prussian em-
peror. The Prussian troops under
Count von Moltke then moved to-
ward France while the French
troops marched under Napoleon 111,
In July, 1870, the German troops,
700,000 in number, occupled a line
along the French frontier from  the
Moselle to the Rbine, a position in
which the first troops of the present
war arrauged themselves for the at-
tack on Iaris thal never matured

The Crown Prince Frederick Wil-
liam with o small force engaged the
French In two battles in which he
was successful. The French lost
11,000 men in the latier batlle—that
of Worth. Thege defeats caused fn-
tense excitement in Parls. The Pa-
rislans became indignant and threat-

ened mutiny while the government
to allay their wrath prioted bul-
letins saying the crown prince of
Prussia had been defeated When
It was learned these bulletins were
falge the anger of the mobs in Paris
was incereased the more

* Oo the first day of September of
1870, the famous battle of Sedan
was f[ought between the victorious
crown prince’s troops and those of
MacMahon, the French leader. The
morning was devoted to exchange of
arttllery fire; but toward noon the
Frussians made a flerce attack on
the French center, but were re-
pulsed. Then followed an infantry
attack along the whole lioe fo which
the French lines were broken and
thelr troops compelled to flee. The
victory was more disasirous to the
Prugsians, however, for they lost
30,000 men and the French but 24.-
Oul men. At dark the Freoch took
refuge in the fortress of Sedan and
on the second of September, 1870,
the siege of that gtronghold started
The French, however, were so be-
leaguered that Emperor Napoleon
I11. surrendered himeself to Klng
Willlam of Prussia and MacMahon's
army also was surrendered

The German armiles marched rap-
idly toward France's capital and on
September 4 the city of Parig was 1n
a state of siege. At that time the
French minister, Favre, offered hu-
miliating terms of peace, but Count
von Bismarck who had been direct-
ing the great forces in their march
toward Fraoce's capital, demanded
the cession of Alsace and Lorraine
and even demanded the cession of a
permanent governmept in Fraoce,
which was refused

An army of a half mlllion men at
that time surrounded Parls There
were but 230,000 troops defénding
the fortresses  of the beleaguered
capital. Numerous engugemoenis of
an unimportant character happened
about Parie. All communication be-
tween this great ety and the outer
world had been cuj off. Paris then
sent up balloons with messages 1o
the army of the Vosges which was
commanded by General Garibaldi
There also was a new army of (he
Lofre apd the two offered greatl pos-
sibilltles of coming to the aid of the
besleged city. The Germans were
successful  in attacks on various
other strongholds and the southern
German slates entered into an al-
llance with Prussia that resulted {n
the formation of the Gerwan Em-
pire.

Having grown {mpalient at the
lengthy duration of the siege of
Paris, the Germans determined to
compel the capltal to surrender by
assault and bombardment. In the
latter part of December, 1870, the
besiegers opened a heavy bombard-
ment on Fort Avron and the fort
was evacuated and occupied by
German troops. The forls on tho
easl and south eides of Paris were
bombarded so vigorously that some
of them were at length silenced,
but they again resumed fire and_re-

BISMARCK JUST BEFORE HIS
SEVENTY-FIFTH BIRTHDAY

EMPEROR
WILLIAM 1

plied as vigorously
the French and German armies sufl-

fered much from the severity of the

circimsglances

l':u‘l.:‘. doing
much damage an

was repulsed with

Prusgian troops under
erick Charles routed the army of the
. which was on iis way

Frouch were cupfuruj by the
north also was rtepulsed and all
bope for ralsing the slege of Paris

abandoned by the auxiliary

forees. .

At length after the French capital
liad suffercd terribly from the flerce
baombardment by the Germans, and
after faming had wrought Ita hor-
rors on. the inhabitants of the be-
leaguerdd  oity the besieged made
proposals of surrender and on Jan-
uary 28, 1871, the articles of .capit-
ulialion were signed by which the
city of Parla was surrendered to the
Germans and its garrison of 185,-
000 men uwnder General Trochu be-
came prsoners of war.

'he Germans levied a4 contribu-
tton  of 20,000,000 frapcs upon the
conquered oty and the forts around
1he city were immediately occupied
by German garrisons. Measures
were laken for the revictualling of
the elty under German supervislon
For several weeks alter the surreg-
der hundreds of Parlslans died daily
of starvation. The fall of Paris
opened the eyes of the French gov-
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A SOLDIER'S FAREWELL

ernment and people (o the hopéless-
ness of resistance o) the glgantie
power of Germapy and made them
anxious for the specdy conclusion of
ll‘ ﬂl‘(’

An armistice of three weeks was
stened at Versallles on January I8
by Jules Favre on the part of the
Freoch Republic, and Pricce Bls-
marchk on the part of the German
Empireé, in order to allow the
French people to elect reépresenta-
tives to a national assembly which
would convepe at Bourdeaux and
ratify a treaty of peace with Ger-
many

After much npegotiatioans, the
armistice In the meantime having
been extended one week, a prelimin-
ary treaty of peace was signed by
Fresident Thiers and Jules Favre
on tho purt of the French Republic
and Prince von Bismarck op the
parl of the German Empire. France
was required to cede 1o Germany
nearly the whole of Alsace, includ-
ing Strassbourg, and one-fifth of
Lorraine, including Metz, and to
pay a billlon doliars In three years

as indemnity for the los=es sustain-
ed by Germany In the war. A large
portion of the German army was 1o
garrison a number of the French
fortresses until the enotire indemni-
ty was paid. The expenses support-
ing this army of occupation to be
paid by France,

On March 1, 1871, Emperor Wil«

linm of Germany and 30,000 German

troops made their graod triumphsl

entry into the French capital. They

made a very orderly entrance and

two diys later evacuated. Napoleon
111, was released to retire in Eng-

land, where he died two years later.
Thus ended Bismarck's conquest
in one of the grealest wars of mod-

ern times. Through the whole there
was Lhe great brain of the Iron
Chancellor directing his men and
leading them to victory. That was
but 45 years ago aud there are men
still allve who remember the con-
quest. The kalser ia believed to have
planned o similar stege of PXris in
his Nrst move of the present war.

Bismarck now {s uppermost In the

thoughts of the German soldlers




